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Carrie Bent, Critical Care Flight Nurse in Nova Scotia. MEDAVIE HEALTH SERVICES

Keeping patients healthy
outside the hospital
Recognizing community health care teams through the COVID-19 pandemic
HEATHER LAURA CLARKE
heather.clarke@saltwire.com

While hospitals across Atlantic
Canada are devoting special
units to caring for patients with
COVID-19, it’s also been equally
important to keep non-urgent
cases out of the hospital.
Erik Sande, president of Medavie Health Services, says this is
critical to slowing the spread of
the virus and devoting as many
resources as possible to those
most in need, here in Atlantic
Canada and elsewhere.
Medavie Health Services is
a healthcare delivery company
that provides ground and air
ambulance services, medical communications, clinical
training and community health
solutions. Their teams of multidisciplinary health care professionals focus on providing

patients with the highest level
of care in their homes and communities.
“We’ve always believed in
helping to bring care into our
communities where people need
it most — from nurses and paramedics to medical 911, pilots and
our telecommunications staff,”
says Sande. “It’s a vision that
we believe reduces strains on
resources and improves overall
health outcomes.”
The invaluable role of nurses
and paramedics working in the
community setting during this
particular time of unrest cannot be understated. According
to Sande, these frontline health
care workers have been demonstrating “extraordinary efforts” as they focus on providing
patient-centered care.
To mark National Nursing Week, Medavie, like many

organizations, is pausing to
acknowledge the leadership
role of all health care professionals through the COVID-19
pandemic. From clinical support nurses to paramedics, these
frontline care teams have made
significant improvements in our
health care system — through
long-term care facilities, emergency departments, telehealth
services, community paramedicine and more.
“Our frontline teams, including nurses, are the cornerstone
of our efforts to improve the
wellbeing of Canadians,” says
Sande. “We are fortunate to have
such talented professionals here
in Atlantic Canada and across
the country, working tirelessly
through the pandemic. We
thank you for your dedication
and selflessness this week — and
every single day.”
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HAPPY NURSES WEEK FROM

We want to recognize each of our Family 1st Medical nurses for
their extraordinary care of our clients throughout Nova Scotia.
Our Nurses, Respiratory
Therapists and Rehab
Specialists have been
trusted by
Nova Scotians
for over 30 years.
Gert Sweeney, RN, Family 1st Medical Yarmouth
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We also take this opportunity to recognise the unwavering
commitment of all nurses during these difﬁcult times.
We appreciate everything you are doing to help keep
Nova Scotian’s safe. Thank-you!
Sackville-New Minas-Yarmouth-Antigonish-Sydney
1-800-565-2021
www.family1st.ca
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